
“Do you have a warrant*?” 

- With a valid judicial search 
warrant, we must comply; ICE can 
conduct any search as authorized 
by warrant. 
- If warrant is invalid or other 
issues with the search, possible to 
challenge in court later. 

- ICE agent still CANNOT enter City property. 
- ICE CANNOT conduct searches, including City records. 
- We are NOT required to disclose any information about the                                   
person named on the warrant. 
- We are NOT required to help ICE search for person of 
interest. 
- We are NOT required to answer agents’ questions or speak 
at all. 
- We must tell ICE agents that you DO NOT CONSENT to their 
presence on the premises. 
- We must ask ICE agents to leave. 

- We cannot be punished for refusing to 
comply with an ICE subpoena until after 
we have the opportunity to challenge it 
before a federal judge in U.S. District 
Court 
- Do NOT accept subpoenas issued to City 
& County of SF 
- We must tell ICE that we CANNOT 
consent to any search. 

- ICE agents may ask for permission to 
enter City property, non-public area or 
other search, but they do NOT have the 
right to search w/o  a valid warrant. 
- Tell ICE that we CANNOT consent to any 
search w/o first consulting with City 
Director of Health, 415-554-2600. 

Was the warrant issued by an 
ADMINISTRATIVE or 

JUDICIAL/FEDERAL judge?* 
(anything else is invalid) 

*ADMINISTRATIVE: Issued by administrative
official (eg “Immigration judge” or 
“Administrative law judge”): to arrest specific 
person named in the warrant. 

JUDICIAL: (less common) Issued by “U.S. District 
Court”, “District” or “Magistrate” judge) , 
typically to search property. 

If any staff receives any inquiry from federal authorities, immediately notify 6M leadership, who will call  City Director of Health, 415-554-2600. 

*DRAFT* PROTOCOL FOR DPH STAFF ENCOUNTERS WITH ICE (U.S. Immigration & Customs Enforcement)
Under SF’s “Sanctuary City Ordinance,” City agencies (eg DPH, ZSFG)  and employees are generally PROHIBITED from assisting ICE in enforcing federal immigration laws. 

* Warrants are not the same as
“Detainers.” Detainers (48hr-hold) are 
requests, NOT commands. They do NOT 
provide probable cause for arrest. 
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Observe: 
- Write down the badge # of officer.  
- Film the interaction. Keep the focus on 

ICE officers.  
- Documentation may assist in case 

dismissal later. 
- Provide documentation immediately 

to legal team. 

ACLU –free mobile app for witness videos - also in 
Spanish – uploads directly to ACLU. 
https://www.mobilejusticeca.org/ 

Updated 3/16/17 . Based on 1/27/17 Memo from City Attorney, 3/9/17 Memo from SFDPH.  

In addition to City Director of 
Health, 415-554-2600, can 
immediately call (415) 200-1548 
(SFILEN Rapid Response Network)

https://mail.ucsf.edu/owa/redir.aspx?C=_mAwEHc0qt5OzHqcL85h_1t1HAs46DKdKNmBnDBms0k-GrlNGVbUCA..&URL=https://www.mobilejusticeca.org/
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